
 

US Elections 

 
 

1. The Constitution: 
This text is the pivotal stone of the American democracy, the Constitution. It describes 
everything from the structure of the government to how the election should be run. 

2. The legislative branch : 
a. The Congress: 

The Congress is the main legislative body of the federal government, it vote the laws 
and is made of two bodies : 

- The  Senate is made of 100 senators ( 2 per state regardless of population) 
and often sees a Republican majority.  

- The House of Representatives represents the congressional districts of the 
US with 435 representatives, it's often more democratic leaning.  

3. The executive branch: 
a. The POTUS: 

The President of the United States serves for a mandate of 4 years, he has less 
power than his French counterpart on home politics and works mainly on foreign 
affairs. 

b. The Vice-president: 
The Vice-president is the principal presidential advisor, and representative of the 
president, he is also the president of the congress, and as such he gets to break ties 
when laws are passed in the congress.  

c. The executive office: 
The executive office is the heart of the executive branch and works like the ministers 
in countries.  

4. The judicial branch: 
The highest legislative body in the US is the Supreme court, made up of 9 justices appointed 
for life by the president with the advice and consent of the Senate. Its two best known tasks 
are making sure that new laws are constitutional and watching over the elections.The current 
balance of forces is 5 republican justices and 3 democrats.  
The election process 

1. Primaries: 
The primaries are party-specific elections which choose each party’s candidate for 

the 

 



 

general elections.  
2. Campaigns: 

Between the primaries and election day, the presidential candidates try to win as 
many votes as possible by holding meetings and being more convincing than the 
opponent in the two presidential debates. 

3. The electoral college: 
On election day, the American people vote in their states for one of the candidates,  
then, the state appoints a number of electors (proportional to the population of the 
state + 2 electors regardless of 
population) in accordance with the result 
of the election, most states choose to 
give all of their electors to the winner of 
the popular vote in the state. 
Then the electors vote for the candidate 
that they want (it can be different from 
the candidate they pledged to vote for, 
this phenomenon is called “faithless 
electors”) 
the candidate who get a majority of 
votes from the electors win the 
presidency (the majority is at 270 
votes). 
 

 
The 2020 general elections 
This year's election opposed incumbent Donald Trump from the Republican Party ( 
often abbreviated as GOP for Grand Old Party) to Obama ex vice president Joe 
Biden from the Democratic party. ( Minor parties like the libertarian party were also on 
the ballot but, due to the winner takes all system they almost always achieve poor 
results). 
 
The two candidates ran on radically different platforms, the main divisions being 
Trump privileging the economic recovery of the country while Biden choses to focus 
on the curbing of the pandemic. 
 
Like in most close elections, the result was decided in a handful of key swing states, 
states which can swing,  either on the republican or the democratic side, on election 
day (most other states being at least likely to vote for a candidate or the other. 
 
At the time of writing, the media have called the election for Joe Biden with 306 votes, 
but the Trump campaign claims that the elections were fraudulent and and has 
launched a number lawsuits in key battleground states where Biden has won by a 
close margin, but these lawsuits are probably unlikely to swing the election, the 
margin by which Biden has won being too large. 
 
This year due to the pandemic, Mail-in ballots were used more than ever, and mainly 
by Democrats. Actually, The Trump campaign is even contesting the very legality of 
this way of voting. Which is, according to them, neither reliable nor tamper-proof 
enough to be counted in a Presidential election. This controversy is very important 
because it could swing the election if a ruling from the Republican controlled 
Supreme Court removes the mailed in ballots from the count (even if such a ruling 
appears increasingly unlikely). 

 


